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information. He charges the Mormon historians with withholding cer- 
tain essential facts in the history of Mormonism, and then proceeds 
to point out where he thinks that has been done. Frequently these facts 
which he says have been withheld lie embedded in historical sources of 
Mormon origin. Because of his method of procedure he has put the his- 
torians of Mormonism on the defensive in several matters of vital im- 
portance. The book cannot, therefore, be ignored. 

The first part of the book is given to a study of the authenticity of 
the sacred books of Mormonism, including the book of Mormon, the book 
of commandments, the book of doctrines and covenants, and the book of 
Abraham, and also Smith's "translation" of the Scriptures. In the 
latter part of the book there is an excellent chapter on Mormon organ- 
ization. There are also two chapters that deal briefly with the Mormon 
troubles in Missouri and Illinois, but they contain nothing new. As yet 
no one has worked out a complete and trustworthy account of the hos- 
tilities between the Mormons and the Missourians in the thirties. Per- 
haps when that has been done it will appear that both sides were not 
without blame. The final chapter, which deals with polygamy, is of in- 
terest because of the manner in which the author handles the mooted 
question as to whether Joseph Smith ever taught polygamy or not. The 
conclusion is that he did, the reorganized church to the contrary not- 
withstanding. 

The book is faulty in places in paragraphing and in the organization 
of material. But on the whole it reads readily and the author makes his 
points clearly. There is no index but the full table of contents some- 
what makes up for that. 

E. M. Violette 

International waterways, i. The evolution of the principle of inter- 
national waterways, n. A reference-manual to the treaties, con- 
ventions, laws, and other fundamental acts governing the interna- 
tional use of inland waterways. By Paul Morton Ogilvie, M.A. 
(New York : Macmillan company, 1920. 424 p. $3.00) 
This book may be classed as a handbook in the field that it covers. 
Its aim appears to be to provide a reference manual of facts concerning 
the juristic situation of the international inland waterways of the world. 
The first half of the book contains a brief summary, first, of the develop- 
ment of the principle of freedom of navigation by sea; and second, of 
the principle of international regulation of inland waterways. A treat- 
ment of this question from the earliest days to the peace conference at 
the close of the late war comprised in 171 pages can, of necessity, only 
touch the high places in the narrative. Mr. Ogilvie, however, seems to 
have brought out the essential facts in an account which, if not light 
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summer reading, is yet clear and valuable, at least to those who have not 
made a special study of the subject. 

The greatest value of the book appears to be in the second portion, 
which is a reference list of the various treaties and agreements of modern 
times relating to the international inland waterways of the world. An 
appendix gives a reference index to the regulations laid down by the 
peace conference regarding the German inland rivers. The references 
to collections where these treaties and agreements may be found are very 
complete and should enable the student who has access to a good library 
to study in detail the development of international regulation in this 
field. The list is restricted to purely inland waterways, and inter- 
thalassic waterways, such as the Bosporus, the Suez canal, and the 
Panama canal, are excluded except as they are treated in the introduc- 
tion. A similar treatment of the latter would form a valuable comple- 
ment to Mr. Ogilvie's book. 

The book is primarily a juristic study and this is most apparent in 
the list of books given for further study in the field of international 
control of commerce. One misses works like Gorianov, Le Bosphore 
et les Dardanelles, and the books of Woolf might have been added. 
But in a field as large as this some choice is necessary and each individ- 
ual reader will add or subtract as his inclinations tend. The book is 
completed by a full and careful index. 

The question of international control of commerce, especially as ex- 
emplified in the internationalized waterways and the internationalized 
railroads, is very much to the fore in these days. To the inland states — 
and we have added considerably to their number in the last two years — 
such questions may become matters of life and death. The international 
lawyer, the historian, and the general student of modern problems will 
each be grateful to Mr. Ogilvie for his helpful work. 

Mason W. Tyler 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier. By Peter McArthur. (Toronto and London: J. 
M. Dent and sons, limited, 1919. 183 p. $1.00) 
The author of this little book, a well-known Canadian journalist, dis- 
arms the critic by his genial confession in his dedication to "fellow- 
writers of the Canadian Press" : "The merits of the book are due to their 
efforts, for I have helped myself lavishly to their best brains. I have 
long been of the opinion that a genius is a man who knows a good thing 
when he steals it, and this is the first time I have had a chance to steal 
on an ambitious scale. I have stolen much, and if I had had more time 
I would have stolen more." The book is not, as a matter of fact, in any 
proper sense a biography of Laurier. It is merely a compilation, very 



